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Lung cancer and COVID-19

Globally, there were an estimated 2.1 million lung cancer cases 
and 1.8 million deaths in 2018

The novel coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2 , causes a unique 
syndrome, COVID-19

Lung cancer patients are at a higher risk of developing a    
severe form of COVID-19 



There is a need to provide up-to-date, scientifically 
accurate, and curated information on COVID-19

FACT 
or FICTION



Lung cancer advocacy groups in the US have come 
together to address this need

March 3 March 11 March 31 April 7 May 26

First joint 
advocacy 
statement 

released by 5 
organizations

WHO declares 
COVID-19 a 
pandemic

First IASLC 
“Lung Cancer 
Considered” 
podcast on 

COVID-19 with 
advocates and 

experts 

First GO2Foundation 
Rapid Response 
Living Room on 
the importance 
of collaboration

IASLC podcast on 
impact of COVID-
19 on basic and 

clinical lung 
cancer research 
with scientists 
and advocates



Metrics reveal a large reach online

• Between 5 advocacy groups, online posts receive more than 
34,000 views across different social media platforms 

• First podcast received twice the number of listens compared to 
the average of pre-COVID-19 podcasts on IASLC and Soundcloud



Lung cancer community finds updates timely and helpful
• Rapid evaluation survey open for 5 days online
• 83 respondents 

o 75% with stage III/IV lung cancer and 50% above the age of 60

Are you aware of 
joint statement? Did you find statements helpful?
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“Consistent information. It gives me  more 
confidence in the information because all of the 
groups are coming together, rather than being 

motivated by a selfish objective from one 
organization. More eyes on the single goal of 

keeping lung cancer patients healthy & informed. “

“It demonstrates a common care and concern for 
lung cancer patients during this challenging time.  

There is also value in the groups combining 
resources to provide the best possible information to 

patients.”
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Survey reveals that community finds information on 
accessing care during COVID-19 most useful
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What to do if you suspect you have or had COVID-19

Known COVID-19 symptoms and how it affects different parts of the body

How to reduce risk of COVID-19 infection (shelter at home, disinfection of
surfaces, social distancing, community transmission, masks, ....)

What do we know about developing immunity to COVID-19

Who is likely to have a severe case of COVID-19

Effect of the pandemic on lung cancer research

COVID-19 treatments and vaccines

Effect of the pandemic on lung cancer diagnosis, treatment, clinical trials



Our updates are translated into Spanish by 
ESPERANTRA Usuarios de servicios de salud Peru



• COVID-19 presents a unique threat to the lung cancer 
community

• Lung Cancer PAGs rapidly mobilized to deliver curated, 
evidence-based information

• Updates achieved high reach, were well-received and have 
gone global 

• Patients most concerned about access to COVID-19 and LC 
treatment

Conclusions
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