
 

 

 

 

February 4, 2019 

 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi    The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

Speaker      Majority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives   United States Senate 

H-305, The Capitol     S-230, The Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy  The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 

Minority Leader     Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives   United States Senate 

H-204, The Capitol     S-221, The Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20510 

    

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader McCarthy and Minority 

Leader Schumer: 

 

As members of One Voice Against Cancer (OVAC), a coalition of public interest groups 

representing millions of cancer researchers, physicians and nurses, patients, survivors and their 

families, we are writing to urge you to work together to raise the FY 2020 budget caps. If 

Congress does not take action, the nondefense discretionary budget cap for FY 2020 will drop 

by $55 billion below the FY 2019 level. This will have catastrophic results for the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH), including the National Cancer Institute (NCI), and the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Cancer Prevention and Control programs. 

 

Like you, we believe that the need for cancer research, treatment, prevention and detection 

transcends politics, and we hope that both parties will come together early this year to adopt a 

budget deal that supports these causes. 

 

We look forward to working with you to ensure sustained, consistent federal funding increases 

for cancer research and prevention programs.   

 

Sincerely, 
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